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Dear friends, 
 
Here I am again with the second issue of my Newsletter. I had a very busy March and, of 
all the many things that happened, I’d like to tell you about the great flautist Andrea 
Griminelli whom I accompanied on piano in two concerts, one in San Patrignano and the 
other in Correggio. But let’s start at the beginning. In 2007, Maestro Griminelli was looking 
for a young pianist to collaborate with. He put the word around, and a musician from La 
Scala in Milan mentioned my name. I remember being very surprised and, as you can 
imagine, delighted, when he called me. He invited me to audition. When I arrived, 
however, it was his turn to be surprised: the Maestro was expecting a young pianist but 
when he saw me come in, he stared at me as if I were a high school kid. He wasn’t too far 
from the truth: I was 22 but I didn’t look more than 18! Andrea put me through my paces 
and, having made me sweat the proverbial bullets, decided I was right for the job. I 
remember very clearly the thrill of that first concert in the Piccolo Regio theatre in Turin. 
We and some other musicians were accompanying the brilliant singer Amii Stewart. After 
that successful debut, I also accompanied him on many trips abroad, including to Los 
Angeles (USA), Hanoi (Vietnam), Seoul (Korea), Amman (Jordan) and Singapore. Playing 
with a star like Andrea Griminelli is an enormous responsibility. You really do always have 
to be at the top of your form because he can’t afford to lose face. He’s also a very 
imaginative soloist and so can be difficult to accompany. I always have to be able to see 
what he’s going to do next. It’s not like playing as part of a normal chamber music duo! As 
time went on, I learned to “follow him” more easily and now we’re discovering that our 
interpretations are often very similar: I am better at intuiting what he’s going to do and I am 
able to immerse myself more deeply in his music. Playing with Andrea is helping me to 
grow professionally too and I’m very grateful to him for that. There are also other very 
pleasant sides to our partnership: when I tour with him, I get the same treatment as he 
does. That means big theatres and meeting important people, such as ambassadors, great 
artists and leading figures from the nations we’re visiting. We very often get involved in 
interesting discussions on politics, economics and culture too, which gives us a more 
rounded view of the countries we find ourselves in. Plus, of course, there are the grand 
hotels….the kind of places I normally only get to see on Google! The last two concerts with 
Andrea went very well indeed and so I’m hoping that he’s not going to change his pianist 
just yet! 
In mid-April, I had a completely new experience: I was asked to join the jury for a piano 
competition for the first time. The event was the seventh edition of the “Insieme per 
Suonare, Cantare, Danzare” competition at Casale Corte Cerro near Verbania. It showed 
me what it was like to be on the other side of the fence and to have to express my 
opinions. It may not have been the Busoni Competition, but I really had to give it my all to 
ensure I gave the same attention to all of the competitors and formed the correct opinions. 
It was very interesting indeed.  
After the concert in the Auditorium Seraphicum in Rome, a very nice lady came up to me 
and paid me a compliment that touched me very deeply. She shook my hand, 
congratulated me, and said: “I hope that your life will always be like the music you play.” I 
was speechless. Anyone who knows me well will tell you it’s very hard to shut me up, but 
there was such intensity in her voice that I couldn’t help but be moved.  
I have great memories too of the concert at Cordignano near Treviso: the warmth and 
positive vibes I felt from the audience were amazing. I met so many very kind people who 



really made me feel appreciated and I also got the opportunity to play a Fazioli F278 
piano. Let me just say that, as an Italian, it gives me great pleasure to have found an 
Italian piano maker capable of standing up to the big international names. At that high a 
standard, it’s impossible to say for certain who is the best or even to make up some kind of 
rankings. Nonetheless, I feel that the Fazioli is most definitely a very different instrument to 
any of other and is very much one of the great pianos. What I like most about it is the 
lightness and precision of keys which make it easy to communicate the colour and 
dynamic range of my thoughts to the audience. Playing “piano” and “pianissimo” 
movements, something I lose sleep about with certain pianos, becomes almost 
pleasurable!  
One trip that filled me with joy was to Siracusa for a concert there. As you know, I was 
born in Lombardy and I love the region I grew up in, but my parents are Sicilians, born and 
raised. So playing there is always very emotional for me. I sense an extra strength inside 
me, an unconscious connection that gives me energy. I don’t know if it comes from the 
place, from my relatives, from the warmth of the people or the perfume of the flowers and 
the earth, or from all those things at once. Whatever it is, I feel safe and protected, and I 
find it easier to concentrate on the music. I felt wonderful on the evening of the concert: I 
was strangely calm and at ease as if I was surrounded by friends. The venue, near the 
splendid Greek Theatre, was exceptionally atmospheric and I think I played well. I am 
hoping to go back there soon.  
 
 
Here is my schedule for the next two months: 
 
29th APRILE 2011 -  
NEW HAVEN (USA): h 20:00 
Brenton Evans Pianos 
963 State Street 
Duo recital with flautist Sergio Pallottelli  
Music: Mozart, Enesco, Brahms, Blauth and Bozza 
 
1st MAY 2011 –  
OTTAWA (Canada): St. James Church, h 14.30. 
Duo recital with flautist Sergio Pallottelli  
Music: Mozart, Enesco, Brahms, Blauth and Bozza 
 
 
7th MAY 2011 -  
NEW HAVEN (USA): New Haven Museum and Historical Society, 114 Whitney Ave, h20. 
For tickets call: 2035624183 or purchase at the door 
Duo recital with Sergio Pallottelli 
Music: Mozart, Enesco, Brahms, Blauth and Bozza 
 
15th MAY 2011 -  
LEINI (TO): "Air Palace Hotel" Concert Hall, via Torino 100, h 16.30 
Chopin Piano Concerto No. 1 Op. 11 - Liszt Piano Concerto no. 2 for two pianos – 2nd 
piano: Eliana Grasso. 
 
 
19th MAY 2011 - 
CESANO MADERNO (MB): Via S. Carlo 20, h 21 



Liszt Piano Concerto no. 2 in A 
Orchestra Sinfonica Accademici Jupiter della Brianza 
Conductor: Sergio Vecerina 
 
 
21st MAY 2011 -  
PARIS (France): Solo recital (private concert) 
Music: Chopin, Liszt and Granados 
 
 
28th MAY –  
REGGIO EMILIA (RE): Concert with flautist Andrea Griminelli 
Venue to be confirmed. 
 
1st JUNE 2011 -  
CARRARA (MS): Ridotto del Teatro degli Animosi, h 21.00, Solo recital.  
Music: Chopin, Liszt and Granados 
 
 
19-23 JUNE 2011 -  
CUTIGLIANO (PT): Giving master class in piano, introductory piano and chamber music. 
For information: www.musicatemporis.it 
 
 
If you wish to attend any of my concerts, please do check the dates and times on my 
website www.ireneveneziano.it as they can change at short notice.  
 
Warmest regards to you all! 
 
Irene Veneziano 
ireneveneziano@gmail.com 
 
www.ireneveneziano.it 
 
YouTube Channel: 
www.youtube.com/user/IreneV85 
 
English translation by Mary Hegarty - heg.mary@gmail.com 
 
I am aware that unsolicited emails are a nuisance: if you wish to unsubscribe from my 
Newsletter, simply send an email with the subject line “Cancel Newsletter” to 
ireneveneziano@gmail.com 
 
 


